
 

Early Summer Walk - 14th June 2025 

Thirteen members in total assembled just after 9am for our early summer walk. The walk 

leaders were Richard Allan and Bob Johnson assisted by Linsey Gooding and Phil Holland. 

Luckily the weather was dry, although quite breezy and cloudy, warming up later in the 

morning during the Whillet’s part of the walk. 

We had put out a couple of telescopes at the car park viewpoint so we could give some 

closer views of our four nesting rafts to members. We had three nesting pairs of Common 

Terns plus a fourth pair just restarting nesting, of these we thought two pairs had young.   

We saw one pair with two small chicks which were being fed with small fish. The other pair 

had one chick but it was not showing at the time.    

Two pairs of Black-headed Gulls were nesting, one pair having 3 slightly older larger young, 

the other pair were sitting on eggs.  A Pied Wagtail was also seen visiting the rafts.  

Out on the water we saw a Great Crested Grebe pair with 4 young that the parents carried 

on their backs, from time to time the young popped onto the water to be fed with small fish.   

There were still a number of Herons and Cormorants around the heronry although the 

nesting season for them was almost over with most young now fledged. A surprise was to 

see a Great White Egret at the heronry but it was only visiting.  

Other birds noted were a pair of Mute Swans, a Little Egret and Barn Swallow. There were 

groups of Canada and Greylag geese, including a number of Canada/Greylag hybrid geese. 

Around the car park a Blackcap was singing loudly also a Chiffchaff was heard. A pair of 

Reed Warblers were noted going back and forth to a nest in the undergrowth near the 

water’s edge. 

We then started our walk and moved off into the study area pointing out various birds and 

plants as well as advising on some of the wildlife management we had been carrying out as 

we went along. 



 

We stopped to look at the iron bog area where we noted many small frogs hopping along the 

path, then moved on to look at our pondlet before reaching our Common Spotted Orchid 

area where we had counted over 100 flowering spikes. 

 

We completed our study area walk by going on to look at a Mandarin duck nest box with 

eggs, and a Stock Dove nest where our bird ringer Phil carried out the ringing of a Stock 

Dove chick. 



 

On the walk back we also looked at a known deserted Great Tit nest which still had some 

cold eggs inside.  

We reached the car park at around 10:15 where two more members joined us for the second 

part of the walk. We all then made our way along the road towards Whillet’s meadows. 

Walking past the heronry, we had closer views of the Great White and a Little Egret.  

On entering the first meadow we had our first butterflies.  Meadow Brown and Large Skipper 

were fairly common, but later we saw some showy Comma butterflies.  

We slowly walked along the path pointing out the various meadow flowers with knapweed 

now just coming into flower. 

 A Southern Marsh Orchid was in full flower and we stopped so this could be admired. 

We then crossed the Coombe Brook bridge and we passed into the second meadow and 

headed towards Meadow Pond pointing out various plants and insects as we went.  

At Meadow Pond we stopped by the seat and picnic table for a drinks break and to look over 

the water where we noted a few Beautiful Demoiselles.   



 

 

There were also numerous Azure and a few Large Red and Blue Tailed damselflies, many 

paired and egg laying. 

White-legged damselflies were also seen but they were more evident away from the pond. 

Some of the water plants were pointed out with Spiked Rush and Round-leaved Pondweed 

noted.     

The meadows hold a few pairs of breeding Common Whitethroats which were occasionally 

seen or heard as we walked around, also Song Thrush and more Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs 

were heard.   

We crossed the Medway Bridge and passed into our third meadow and then made our way 

toward the glade area where we had opened up a shallow pond for dragonflies. Because of 

the prolonged dry weather this was nearly dry, but more damselflies were still evident, and 

our stands of Water Dock and Yellow Flag Iris were pointed out, where a lone Water Forget-



me-not was growing amongst the Irises. Another plant in flower here was Common Valerian, 

a few grow along the river margins. 

On walking back along the paths toward the first meadow, we highlighted the number of 

grasshoppers and crickets there were in the meadows, and the number of insects generally.  

Thick-Legged Flower Beetles were very common sitting on the Meadow Buttercup flowers. 

From time to time we had been looking under a few refugia tins occasionally seeing a frog or 

a field vole but eventually we did see a small grass snake.    

We finished the walk by going over to our reed-bed and viewing platform.  

 

We thought we had three pairs of Reed Warblers breeding in the reed-bed, their song was 

heard and they were occasionally seen, but were not showing well whilst we were there. A 

Reed Bunting was also singing and was viewed briefly.  

Whilst at the viewing platform a member further back suddenly called out raptor overhead, a 

Buzzard and then also a Peregrine.  Unfortunately the vast majority of us had trees blocking 

our view towards where these birds were flying, and they quickly drifted away, so very few of 

us actually managed to see them. 

With the time now well gone 12:30, it was time to return to the car park, stopping to 

occasionally to look at the views across the reservoir or the occasional plant or bird.  We 

ended the walk at 1pm.   Early feedback from members was that they all enjoyed the walk. 

All photos: Bob Johnson 

Report: Bob Johnson            

 


